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Omega Constellation History-Making Moments 
 
The Omega mid-500 series of calibres (551, 561, 564 and 751) were the logical outcome of more than three 
decades of horological research and development combined with significant breakthroughs in metallurgy.  
 
However, a manufacture can do all the R & D in the world and still not produce consistently to a standard, 
and this is where Omega achieved a truly unequalled reputation. Omega was one of the earliest watch 
manufactures to establish the dual assembly line in the late 1890s and is credited with an amazing variety of 
innovations in precision production methods over a period of more than 60 years. From the earlier production 
line advances to the first laser welding device ever used in watchmaking, Omega inventions contributed 
significantly to the advances of watch manufacturing technology. 
 
The Omega manufacturing ethos throughout its history as one of the great Swiss manufactures was that of 
manipulating precision methods of production to achieve consistent quality and exactitude, which, as I’ve 
remarked previously, is a far cry from the “volume = profit” production credo practised by many Swiss 
manufacturers both then and today. 
 
 This obsession with precision and ‘quality-for-the-sake-of-it’ was what made the Omega Constellation series 
from 1952 to the end of in-house manufacture stand well above its contemporaries. This is no more evident 
than in three historic production runs achieved by Omega  
 
The First Milestone 
 
A series of 1000 chronometers (28.10 RA SC RG calibre 352s) was submitted to the Bureaux officiels de 
contrôle de la marche des montres” (the fore-runner to the modern COSC labs in Switzerland) between June 
27th and September 22nd 1949.  All chronometers were assessed as having achieved “Especially good 
results”, the highest level of chronometer certification offered by chronometer testing bureaux. 
 
The serial numbers of these movements started at 11’418’001 and finished at serial number 11’419’000. 
 
The Second Milestone 
 
A series of 20,000 Omega chronometer movements (27.90 RA mid 500 series calibres) was submitted to the 
Bienne BO during the period 22 January, 1959 and July 4th, 1960. Again all of these Omega chronometers 
achieved especially good results. 
 
The serial numbers of these movements started at 17,000,000 and finished at 17, 019,099 
 
The third Milestone  
 
From the 5th October, 1964 to February 10th 1966, a consecutive series of 100,000 27.90 RA  calibre 551 
and 561 movements was submitted to the Bureau Officiel and all achieved the coveted “especially Good 
results” appellation. 
 
Serial numbers for this series were from 24,410,000 to 24,509,999.   
 
Collecting Strands 
 
Collecting serial numbers within the range of any of the above milestones is akin to collecting horological 
history. These movements were made during what was regarded as the finest hours of Swiss watchmaking: 
a time probably never to be repeated, and a time when the dogma of modern profit-driven production 
methodology wasn’t even a spark in the consciousness of neo-capitalism. On the ensuing pages are 
photographs of the original certificates, provided courtesy of the Omega Museum.  
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